M O N DAY M O R N I N G G O D T H O U G H T S
What do we want more, give me or make me
Have you ever heard some of the familiar phrases that come out of the lips of people
who are turning away from God? “This God stuff doesn’t work for me. I tried to be
a good Christian but things just keep getting harder. My prayers don’t get answered.
What’s the use?”
For centuries Christians have tried to find the mysterious reasons for people turning
away from God. There can be quite a bit of speculation about it. They try to cope
with it and prevent others for the same path. No one knows all the answers why people backslide. There is one thing we can always point to as a main culprit in the
story of the Prodigal Son.

The Prodigal Son
The story of the Prodigal has provided instruction and direction for Christians
throughout the centuries. The term Prodigal means someone who is “wasteful of
something that is valuable.” The term doesn’t appear in the Bible. It is normally
added as an introduction to the passage in Luke 15.
There are many ways that the story speaks to us, but it does speak to all of us in one way or another. We have all either
been like the Prodigal or the brother who stayed on the farm. Luke 15 is really a story about two sons. Luk 15:11 And
He said, "A man had two sons. Both the sons lived outside the true blessing of life with their father.. The older brother
stayed on the father’s farm but really didn’t enjoy his life with his father.
The other son wanted things from his father but didn’t want to live with him. He took his inheritance and left. Luk
15:12 "The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me. By demanding
his share of the estate before his father died (which was normally how sons received their inheritance) he was indicating
that he didn’t want anything to do with his father. He then wasted all of his inheritance on frivolous, self centered living,
and came to the realization that the life he made was dreadful.
He remembered that there were some very good aspects with his father so he decided to return Luk 15:17 "But when
he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here
with hunger! He decided to return.
Upon his return we see a shift in the whole posture of his life. Luk 15:18-19 'I will
get up and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and in your sight; (19) I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make
me as one of your hired men."'
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No longer did he demand “give me.” Now he only wanted his father to “make me.” He knew he had made his life a
mess and wanted his father to make him into something far better than the mess he made.
Therein lies the essential problem when it comes to people either turning away from God or turning to Him. Those that
turn away are saying “give me.” They believe they know what’s best for their life and take that precious life God gave
them then waste it on temporal pursuits and feel good living. They may want to go to heaven, or they may not care, but
their motivation is “give me” so I can live my life any way I want.
Missions are everywhere all the time. It is both far and near. It is in the ends of the earth as well as the end of the streets
we live on. We are called by Jesus to be motivated and labor “both in” near and far away places and never consider one
more important than the other.

What do we want more, give me or make me (Pg 2)
needs but the biggest need is to be forgiven and formed by God into a new way
of living that will fulfill His purpose for us.

God “making us” is really the best life to live
The fullness of God’s life is a matter of being a vessel that is pleasing to, and
used by Him. When we live with a perspective of “make me,” then He works in
us to shape us into a vessel that can experience the fullness of His life. As we
live in this way our lives progressively become better and better as we live more
by His design.

If they had a social gospel in
the days of the prodigal son,
somebody would have given
him a bed and a sandwich
and he never would have
gone home.

He will turn us away from the selfishness that always works to erode the things that really are the dearest to us. Instead
of trying to get something from God for ourselves, He progressively makes us into something far better. Not only that
but we get the awesome blessing of walking with God which really is life in its fullest.
It really does work like the old Charismatic song “Something beautiful.”
Something beautiful, something good
All my confusion He understood
All I had to offer Him was brokenness and strife
But he made something beautiful of my life.

